
OLVER RECEIVES TOP SCORE FROM HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP; STRESSES URGENT NEED FOR UN PEACEKEEPING IN DARFUR AS AU DEADLINE APPROACHES

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Genocide Intervention Network has released its 2005 Congressional scorecard ranking members of Congress on their support of legislative efforts to address the crisis in Darfur, Sudan.

 Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) received an "A" for his strong support of aggressive U.S. action in the region. "I am honored to work with the Genocide Intervention Network to focus the world on the ongoing tragedy and desperate situation in Darfur," Olver said. "But, there is still much more that needs to be done to stop the senseless killings.  I will continue to urge my colleagues in the House to keep the pressure on the Sudanese government and the Administration to halt the genocide and also to provide much-needed humanitarian assistance to the displaced victims in Darfur."

  The Genocide Intervention Network scorecard measures whether each member of Congress supported significant Darfur legislation introduced in the 109th Congress (2005 ­ 2006).  Those provisions included legislation calling on the UN Security Council to approve a trained and adequate Darfur peacekeeping mission; an emergency appropriation increasing funding of the African Union peacekeepers by $50 million; and directing the President to block the assets of, and deny visas and U.S. entry to, any individual associated with acts of genocide, war crimes or crimes against humanity in Sudan, among other measures.

  The crisis is ongoing.  Most recently, on August 31, 2006 the United Nations Security Council authorized a UN peacekeeping force in Darfur to uphold the Darfur Peace Agreement, signed May 5 by the largest rebel group, the Sudan Liberation Movement, and the Sudanese government.  The resolution allows for 22,500 UN peacekeepers and immediate support for the African Union (AU) force, which has a mandate expiring at the end of September.

   "We cannot afford to delay," Olver stressed.  "It is imperative that an impartial peacekeeping force implement the Peace Agreement.  Every day lost only extends the genocide."

  Five months ago, Congressman John W. Olver and five other House members, along with religious leaders and a student, were arrested for protesting outside the Sudanese Embassy against the genocide in Darfur perpetrated by the Sudanese government.

  More information about the Genocide Intervention Network and the Darfur scorecard can be viewed online at http://www.genocideintervention.net/index.php
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